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SERMON I. 



« WHEREFOttfr THEN SEftVETH THE LAWV* 

Gal. Ill; part of 19tli ven4. 

It is an universally acknowledged maxim of Phi* 
losophy,— that the God of providence doth nothing in 
vain ; and this sound principle of science holds equally 
true in the moral) as in the natural world* Hence the. 
mind of man (originally pre-dtsposed to curiosity) 
takes occasion* not only among the works of nature, 
to investigate and search out (as far as its powers will 
admit) the various phenomena of cause and effect;, 
but in the moral world likewise seeks after a know* 
ledge of all the secret springs, and principles, and 
reasons of the Divine action, determination, and coun- 
sel. Now, our gracious God, knowing what was ia 
man,— acquainted with this instinctive desire^ logging* 
and pre-possession of his nature, and wishing to gra- 
tify it, as fyr as gratification was either wise, profit- 
able or expedient, has, in reference to such subjects,, 
interspersed throughout the volume of inspiration 
much important information; and more especially waa 
he pleased for such purpose to direct his inspired 
apostles, in many parts of their epistles, to introduce 
certain characters personating enquirers after, and 
likewise cavillers at the truth : the first of whom pro 
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pounding many deep and searching and vital ques- 
tions ; and the latter throwing out many startling and 
apparently perplexing objections ; both receive those 
answers, which Infinite Wisdom has thought fit to dic- 
tate and prescribe as suited to the wants, the instruc- 
tion or the capacity of man. Now, my friends, by 
such a merciful provision, many positive and striking 
advantages to future Christians have been secured. — 
For in the 1st place by such a practice and regulation, 
have we received the Gospel handed down to us accord- 
ing to a more intelligent and expanded character and com- 
munication, than otherwise we might have enjoyed; 
many difficulties— many cases of controversy and con- 
science being thus resolved, as otherwise had caused 
endless perplexity, uncertainty and disputation. 

2dly. When pressed by objectors or by infidels with 
those consequences, which they declare are deducible 
from some of those doctrines which we term to be of 
the faith of the Gospel, we are hereby at. once enabled 
to give a reason of the hope that is in us, with truth, with 
confidence, and assurance; being now furnished with 
such replies as admit of neither gain-saying, disbelief 
or refutation. 

Sdly, We hare hereby a wholesome barrier and restraint 
put to the prying curiosity of man, which otherwise 
knowing no bounds, but perpetually transcending 
every prudential and legitimate limit, would wander 
after those discussions which, instead of tending to 
profit and edification, would more likely lead to vain 
and endless ' janglings and contentions, or dry and bar- 
ren speculations. But now, my friends, we have, 
through means of the provision alluded to, assigned to 
us our precise limitation and direction. As far as the 
word of revelation guides, enquiry is our duty,— in- 
vestigation and research our wisdom and command; 
but beyond what that warrants, enquiry becomes pre- 
sumption, — investigation and research but other terms for 
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ignorance and pride. We ought ever remember, that 
the declaration of Scripture for our humiliation here 
is, — " That now" at best, (even with our greatest gifts, 
acquisitions and attainments) " we know but in part" 
— " To know as we are known," shall be of the high 
privileges and beatitudes of heaven. 

These introductory remarks have been suggested to 
my mind by the words of the text. In it a question is 
put by the apostle (personating the character of an 
objecting Jew) which involves in its answer one of 
the most vital points of Christianity, namely—the spe- 
cial and defined assignment or use of the law as re- 
gards its connection with, and relation to the Gospel ; 
a question concerning which, it is of the most deep 
and paramount importance that we be clearly and 
scripturally informed ; and therefore a' question, my 
friends, we can never be too grateful to have an- 
swered by apostolic sanction and inspiration. 
" Wherefore then serveth the law ?'• 

Before we search out the exact answer given by St. 
Paul to this enquiry in the succeeding paragraph of 
this chapter, it would seem better, for distinctness 
sake, to go back a little into the immediate subject 
and discussion at issue, in order that we may thereby 
arrive at the leading train of the apostle's argument, 
and thus ascertain the exact bearing and position the 
question holds in the general context. 

If then you trace back the line of the apostle's 
argument you will find, my friends, the subject of 
controversy between him and the personated object- 
ing Jew, to have been about the most important doc- 
trine that ever did, or ever can occupy the attention, 
and call up the interest of those who, whilst they ac- 
knowledge themselves sinners, would nevertheless 
hope to reign eternally in happiness and glory, — I 
mean the doctrine of justification ; or the seeking after 
an answer satisfactory and true to that question— How 
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shall I, a #inner, be justified -before a hbly *nd a. sin* 
hating, sin-condemning God ? 

Now the Jews claimed this wondrous blessing and 
highest privilege by virtue of the deeds of the law < — 
St. Paul, on the other hand, proves against them, 
that by the deeds of the law no flesh eould, or shall be 
justified in God's sight.— The Jews sought for justifi- 
cation unto life by the righteousness -of the law : — St, 
Paul demonstrates that it can be obtained only by the 
righteousness of faith. 

St. Paul's reasoning in the connection is mast clear 
and convincing ; and as the doctrine of justification by 
frith alone in the righteousness of Christ is a doc- 
trine, even in the Christian world, much contra* 
vened and decried, and moreover as it is one* which 
by reason of the essential place it holds in the matter 
of our salvation, that can never be -too frequently or 
too fully discussed, I shall now lay before you the 
outline of the apostle's reasoning in this case. 

St. Paul maintains and establishes the validity of the 
gospel doctrine of justification by faith alone in the 
present context, by an enumeration ot seven distinct 
and conclusive arguments. His first argument for it 
or (what comes to the same point) his argument 
against justification by the works of the law, is do* 
rived from the consideration of the death qf Christy which 
had been worse than a superfluous— had been * cruel 
sacrifice, could man by his own righteousness save 
himself i " If righteousness (or justification) cease by 
the law, then (says he,) is Christ dead in vain." (chap* 
ii. SI.) Or as he again states this sentiment in the 
3d chap. SI, — " If there had been a law which could 
have given life, verily righteousness (or justification)) 
should have been by the law ;"— and then such a tragic 
cal and mysterious process, as the death of the only 
Son of God incarnate had never been contemplated or 
resorted to, 
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His £4 argument bete in support <tif justification fcy 
feith alone, and not by the law, is drawn from the 
communications of the gifts of the Spirit, poured out 
upon all such as had with their hearts embraced this 
doctrine. This argument in the days of Paul was par* 
titfulady powerful and demonstrative, because that 
then the miraculous endowments of the Spirit usually, 
or fit least very frequently accompanied his inward 
saving gifts,— " This only (says he) would I learn of 
yon, received ye the spirit by the works of die law, or 
by the hearing of faith ? Gal. iii. 2. And again in the 
5th verse,—" He therefore that ministereth to you 
the spirit and worketh miraoles among you, doeth ha 
it by the works of the law, or by the homing of faith /" 
Now, is it possible to suppose that God would sanc- 
tion the preaching of a false doctrine with the effusion 
of spiritual — yea, -of miraculous gifts ! 

His 3d argument is founded on the case of Abraham. 
This was an argument directed towards, and especially 
calculated to meet the prejudices of the Jews : — for 
surely too Jew would seek to be justified in any other 
manner, than was their father Abraham; but how did 
Abraham seek justification, was it by the law, or by 
feith ? Hear the Scriptures—* Abraham believed God, 
and it (i.e. this faith) was oounted to him for righteotis- 
aeess." 6th vene. 

4thly. The Apostle demonstrates the felsity of the 
Jewish plea for a kgal justification, by an argument 
drawn froKithesevere nature of the law, which so far from 
justifying any man, pronounces the most awftil curse 
and anathema against every transgressor ; and thtft too 
Sor every single— even the least instance of transgres- 
sion. "As mferay as are of the works of the Jaw (or 
that seek thus their justification) are under the curse, 
(so far are they from obtaining thus the benefit of jus- 
tification) for it is written— -cursed is every one that 
contimwth not in oft things, which are written in the 
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book of the law to do them." 10th verse. Now, the 
most self-righteous man on earth — the greatest self- 
justiciary cannot but confess, that at least sometimes, 
and in some slight manner he transgresses, and there- 
fore his hope for a legal justification from this one 
count and feature of the law alone must fall to the 
ground and perish for ever. 

His 5th argument is derived from the express declara- 
. turn of the Scriptures on the matter, which never attribute 
man's justification to the law, but to faith only — " But 
that no man is justified (says St. Paul) by the law, in 
the sight of God is evident— for the just (or those that 
are justified) shall live by faith : but the law is not of 
faith; but the man that doeth them shall live in them." 
11th and 12th verses. 

Paul grounds his 6th argument for the establishment 
of this all-fundamental doctrine in the nature of the 
Saviour's death, which was in the first place just of that 
kind, that included and contained the anathema or curse, 
pronounced by the law, as it is written, " Cursed is 
every one that is hanged upon a tree." — And Sdly, 
which was a death for us altogether vicarious and atomngi 
"He redeemed us from the curse of the law, being, 
made a curse for us" 13th verse. 

The Apostle draws his 7th, and in the present con- 
text, his last argument from the manner in which the 
blessing or inheritance zoos conveyed to Abraham, which 
was not by or through the law, but by promts e— and the 
great force of his argument lies in two points connected 
with this covenant of promise — namely, 1st, in itsimmu- . 
t ability. On this head the Apostle reasons, that even 
" had it been but a man's covenant, yet if it be con- 
firmed, no man disannulled it or added thereto." v. 15. 
How much less then can we suppose that the Divine 
covenant can be disannulled or changed ! . 

Sdly. In its antiquity. This covenant of promise, 
technically called the Abrahamic covenant, was 430 
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years older than the covenant of the law or the Sinai 
covenant. Therefore its blessings must be altogether 
distinct from, and independent of the law : so argues 
our Apostle — " And this I say, that the covenant that 
was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which 
was 490 years afterwards, cannot disannul, that it 
should make the promise of none effect : for if the in- 
heritance be of the law, it is no more of promise ;— > 
but God gave it to Abraham by promise" 

Such then, my friends, is the amount of cumulative 
evidence and argument here adopted by the Apostle, 
to put aside completely the law in the matter of the 
sinner's justification, and I trust, it is of a kind to you 
so convincing, as to set the question in your mind at 
rest for ever. 

The disputing Jew seeing thus his favourite law en- 
tirely rejected and despised, as to all benefit and use in 
procuring man's pardon and acceptance : seeing that in 
no one point, capacity, feature or degree, would the 
Apostle allow it to apply, immediately puts in the in- 
terrogatory of the text : — " Wherefore then serveth 
the law." Why was it ordained ? If we can be justi- 
fied without it, of what use was its introduction ? 

The Apostle, though he so studiously denies it all 
lot or part in the business of justification, yet in the 
paragraph that follows, assigns three distinguishing 
and essential uses to the law. These I shall now un- 
fold and explain, with as much brevity, as perspicuity 
and the development of the truth will warrant and 
permit. 

In the 1st place then the Apostle asserts, that "the 
law was added because of transgressions, 'till the seed 
should' come to whom the promise was made." Ac- 
cording to this view and statement, the law or Sinai 
covenant may be said to act in a preventing or restric- 
tive capacity; and that after a two-fold manner or cha- 
racter :— forsooth— nationally and individually. 
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1. Nationally (audio tkie seeaa oft cwtne we confine 
ourselves to the nation, of braelh^HMt^QallyU^ 1m» 
ot Sinai covenant anted m * restrictive capacity, by 
nastnuningthe Jew* from that ato^ fc» which meajkiad 
has ever keen: proved jik*£ a&irteA^I mMft tfcasiu <rf 
idolafay. Th* leading national design; God had ia se- 
lecting the Jews) from among other people was, to have 
one nation ia the world,,amonjg wheal the knowledge^ 
the true God might bo retained, aad who* might acta* 
a secure and taitbfuL repository, unto whose safe keep- 
ing be might confide the guardianship of .these in- 
valuable revciati one* vouchsafed for th^ general bene* 
fit, the comfort and salvation, of mankind* The pbaa 
demised and adopted by God flap this purpose was, the 
giving unto them a code of laws of the most* peculiar 
aad distinct aad separating character ?— the binding 
them under a discipline of nmal, aad ceremonial ie* 
gulatibnv such as no* other nation before or since ever 
possessed. Now, as long as the people* of brael* a<k 
hered to a strict obedience to thia code of laws, it was. 
impossible thatany amalgamations or Mending. of then 
wkh the other nation* couM taJre place ; and, therefore, 
by thismean* were they protected from all in&ctfen with 
the idolatry and the other abominations of the various 
Gentile kingdoma around. Tbis> system was intended 
to be adhered to until Messiah, or the promised seed 
should come, when, the ceremonial law and the national, 
Jewish polity, were entirely to be abolished ; the de- 
sign.. for which they were instituted, namely, that of 
keeping the Jews a distinct people, then ceasin$<— ajl 
partition~wall8 being then to he laid low, and a spw- 
taal kingdom on a broader, yea, on an universal plan 
being then to be erected. Nationally dies, or a& fkr at 
regarded the nation of Israel, de we here discover a 
signal use the law, and especially the ccrenumuf 
law subserved, and that with great wisdom,, mercy and 
effect, it waa added because of transgression* until 
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the seed (i. e. Christ) should come, to whom the pro* 
mise was made." 

Moreover the Apostle mentions here in the eon* 
nexion, two specialities or peculiarities accompanying the 
promulgation of the law that in themselves must have 
proved to the objecting Jew that the law could not be 
that nullity— that thing of no importance or use, which 
by his interrogatory here he would indirectly insinuate 
that it should be, merely, because it did not answer his 
favourite scheme in the business of justification. 

The first peculiarity accompanying the promulgation 
of the Sinai covenant here specified is-—" that it was 
ordained by angels"— This refers to that majesty of 
grandeur under which the law was delivered. It was 
delivered amidst the most awful and imposing solemni- 
ties. God summoned the Host of Heaven (so to speak) 
from their bright abodes, and thus accompanied de- 
scended pavilioned in the dark thick clouds of his 
glory upon Mount Sinai, and thence gave forth the 
law amidst thunderings and lightnings and the display 
of the various artillery and powers of the Heavens. 

Now was it likely that a law, thus so solemnly and 
so sublimely proclaimed, was intended for no use to 
the Jewish people (as the objection in the text would 
insinuate) although it could never justify them ? Could 
all the above display be meant for mere parade, for 
sound and show and nothing beside ! The very cir- 
cumstance of the grandeur and solemnity of its pro* 
mulgation might teach the sceptical Jew, that the law 
was intended for the most important purposes :— " It 
was ordained by angels /" 

The second speciality or peculiarity here adverted 
to was the employment of a mediator in the transaction x 
" It was ordained by angels, tit the hands of a Mediator." 
But what was this circumstance calculated to teach the 
Jew? Why surely the following fact— that in the Sinai 
covenant or legal dispensation there must have been 
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two parties engaged ; and that even from the very 
derivation and meaning of the term mediator, (/i£<rtri?c) 
which signifies a day's-man, an umpire ; one that goes 
between two others. Accordingly so argues the apos- 
tle in the context before us : " Now a mediator (says 
Paul) is not a mediator of one," i.e. of *one party only, 
but of two parties : " But God is one," i.e. one of the 
parties ; who then is the other ? evidently it must have 
been you Jews ; for there was no other present at the 
promulgation of the law that could have been inter- 
ested in the the transaction. Therefore the law like- 
wise in this feature of its delivery cannot be that 
nullity — that thing of no use, as by your objecting in- 
terrogatory you Would insinuate. 

Sndly. The law, or Sinai covenant may be said to have 
acted in a restrictive or preventive capacity, not only 
nationally, but individually : and in this sense it may be 
said to have been added not only to restrain the nation 
from the more general transgression of idolatry, but 
likewise to restrain each individual of the nation from 
many and enormous personal transgressions, into which 
otherwise, if there had not been this strict and binding 
law, he had fallen. The same thing may still be de- 
clared not merely of the Sinai-law, but of law in gen- 
eral : and thus truly may law be said to be added be- 
cause of transgression, (or to restrain individual trans- 
gression) 'till the seed come to whom the promise was 
made : or, in other words, until Christ be spiritually 
revealed to the soul, and we become converted to the 
faith of the Gospel. On this point we need not a very 
lengthened discussion. I would simply ask, what was 
it that prevented any one of us, previously to our con- 
version to the faith of Christ, from running the great- 
est excess of riot ? Was it not law ? either the law of 
reputation, or the law of honor, or the law of reason, 

* Set Note A. 
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or the law of natural conscience, or the law of revela- 
tion. For explanation and for proof I -shall just put 
in one question. If, notwithstanding all the salutary 
severity and dicipline of so many laws about us, we still 
broke loose (as the consciences of every one here must 
testify that they have done) broke loose so fearfully 
and so frequently from virtue's path ; yea sometimes, 
perhaps, beyond every limitation of discretion, pru- 
dence, temperance and moderation : what most likely 
had been the case was there no such legal discipula- 
tion wielded over us ? The swollen mountain torrent 
bursting from its barrier rocks with downward fury 
deluging and desolating nature's fair and beauteous 
face below, affords but a faint emblem of the desolation 
to be caused o'er the face of society by that out-break- 
ing torrent of sin and damnation that, swelling with- 
in, would then burst forth unimpeded and unchecked 
from the lawless and uncoerced heart of man. — Or to 
give a Scriptural illustration : the Prodigal, in the far 
distant country, wasting his substance, with harlots and 
riotous living would but imperfectly represent the ex- 
cess of revelling, profligacy, misery and ruin we then 
had gone to. How many of us for instance, but for 
law's restraining prerogative and power, having gone 
through the whole career of madness and of crime ; — 
having surpassed every deed of wickedness, and com- 
mitting some deadly and atrocious deed, either perjury, 
or theft, or rapine, or murder, or adultery, or suicide : 
sacrificing property, reputation, health, life,— had thus 
pursued the downward, fatal course of vice, 'till at 
length having filled up the full measure of our iniquity, 
we had thereby brought upon ourselves swift destruc- 
tion from the presence of the Lord, and thus had inevi- 
tably and everlastingly ruined our bodies and our souls. 
How many in short are there perhaps present here to day 
who, bylaw's salutary terrors, severities, disciplines and 
sanctions being hindered and coerced, when they ac« 
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knowledged no higher principle or motive, have been 
thereby preserved till the promised seed has come to 
their hearts, and the Lord Jesus Christ has been re- 
vealed in all the freeness and the holiness, and the 
plenitude of his complete salvation to their regene- 
rated and their sanctified souls. The law then, if it 
doth not justify, coerces and restrains : if it act not as 

an eternal Saviour, it acts as a temporary deliverer. 

Well then did the apostle declare, that it was added 
because of transgression ! Sec. 

II. Another great benefit derived from the law as 
referred to and stated by St. Paul in the context is,— 
that if it doth not justify the sinner, it shews him at 
least his need of such justification. " The scripture 
(says the apostle,) hath concluded all under sin, that 
the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to 
them that believe." But how hath the scripture con- 
cluded all under sin ? Was it not through the instru- 
mentality of the law ; or the application of the law to 
the conscience ! For what saith the scripture ? — 
" Where there is no law, there is no transgression." — 
Rom iv. 15. Therefore the more extensive and spiri- 
tual the law became, the more did transgression, 
through the sinfulness and corruption of human nature, 
abound :— " For by the law is the knowledge of sin." 
Rom. iii. 20. The more the law is applied in its full- 
est, broadest, and most holy character to our lives, our 
principles and practice, the more must we become 
convinced of sin,— of our exceeding depravity and cor- 
ruption, — yea, of our utter moral misery and ruin ; 
and therefore the more must we see the necessity of 
seeking relief and salvation from such a state when- 
ever or however it can be had ; that is, (to return to 
the expression of Paul before us,) — the more we find 
ourselves concluded under sin, the more must we feel 
the need and urgency that lieth upon us to seek that 
the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to 
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us believing. And thus the law, instead of being the 
implied nullity of the objecting Jew, or what is still 
worse, instead of being against the Abrahamic covenant 
of promise, as in the 21st veree he would further insi- 
nuate, thus become* subservient to that covenant of 
promise, by showing to the convicted and immured or 
♦concluded sinner the necessity there exists that he 
should get interested in it. Now surely all this is a 
great service that the law performs, and though the 
law can never justify, yet the above availment would 
of itself afford sufficient grounds for rescuing it from 
the Jewish imputation of uselessness or unimportance, 
as implied in the text. Next to him that heals me of 
my distemper is that instrument through which I am 
persuaded of my danger and disease, when otherwise 
I had remained fatally unconscious of it. Now that 
instrument in the hands of the Spirit is the law. The 
law is the instrument by which the wound (so to speak) 
is probed;— by which the length and breadth and 
depth of the plague-sore of sin in the heart is disco- 
vered. Or to change the figure— the law is that 
straight edge, which being applied by the Spirit to all 
our actions and designs, and the principles of those 
actions and designs, our several obliquities, aberra- 
tions, crookednesses and departures from that uner- 
ring standard of right are ascertained. The law, in 
fact, is the rule of our duty ; and we may add, a rule 
so exact as to show at once to any examining and ob- 
servant eye the glaring defectiveness of the whole, 
and of every part of our attempted — yea, our most 
perfect obedience. 

III. In the 24th verse of the present chapter St. 
Paul gives an illustration of the further use of the 
law : — "The law," says he, (to use the words of our 

* cvvucktunv « concluded or that up as close prisoners kicked op in a 
dungeon." (Leigh 'from *Xecc a key.) 
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translation) " was our schoolmaster to bring us to 
Christ." The translation here (I would observe with 
submission) is unhappy, and doth not convey the 
meaning of the original : for in the first place the 
words, " to bring us" are not in the Greek, and I con- 
ceive are not only unnecessarily, but even improperly 
introduced ; and 2dly, a schoolmaster" is not a correct 
rendering of the Greek term, *rtn$aywyoc ; (paidagogos) 
— neither have we indeed any single English term that 
can convey its meaning. The paidagogos of the anti- 
ents was not the schoolmaster, but an higher servant 
or attendant that was employed constantly to wait 
upon and escort the youth of men of fortune and of 
rank : and thus his principal business appears to have 
been that of superintendence; and this too was re- 
quired to be of the strictest and most unceasing kind, 
so that he must go about with the boy wherever he 
went, and even attend upon him in his various exercises 
and recreations : in fact, his duty was never to let the 
youth under his care out of his sight, (as we say) and 
this chiefly for the purpose of guarding his moral prin- 
ciple and behaviour. In a word the paidagogos was 
neither the schoolmaster, nor, as many others generally 
suppose, the mere slave to conduct the boy to and 
from school ; but he was, properly speaking, an inferior 
tutor and governor — a kind of censor or moral atten- 
dant. Moreover these paidagogoi, being for the most 
part very rigid in their discipline and extremely exact 
in their superintendence, were generally, as Parkhurst 
informs us, servants or tutors most imperious and 
severe.* Now Paul says the law was the paidagogos 
unto Christ i. e. not to bring us to Christ, but until Christ 

* iraitiaywyo* (paidagogos) the servant who attended the children of 
great men to their exercises and to school was called psedagogus, a peda- 
gogue ; a Greek word, signifying a conductor of children. The name was 
given likewise to the servant (rather superintendent or inferior tutor) who 
taught children their letters, and ntperintcndcd their behaviour f they were 
generally persons of rigid manners. (Macknight in loc.) 
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came. The law doth not, strictly speaking, bring us to 
Christ. The declaration of Christ himself on this sub- 
ject is — "No man can come unto me, unless the Fathtr 
in Heaven" (not the law) " draw him/' The law in 
itself or by its own potter never brought any man to 
Christ : it may act indirectly or instrumental^ under 
the Spirit for such purpose, but it never so acts directly 9 
positively, absolutely. Again according to the analogy 
of Scripture language the law is never said to be our 
schoolmaster ; that is of the official engagement of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. He has condescendingly underta- 
ken to perform towards us this essential work and 
kindness :— Jesus Christ is the great Prophet, that 
teaches us the will of God : it is He, who being lowly 
and meek, of wiiom we are to learn. To be sure the 
law may in some senses be said to act as an inferior 
schoolmaster or tutor under Christ to teach us many 
and important lessons ; and may moreover, according 
to some particular meanings and with certain restric- 
tions, be said to bring us to Christ, but neither points, 
as I conceive, are applicable to the mind and scope 
and general language of the Apostle here. The first 
point is not applicable, for the Apostle was not speak- 
ing of what the law did after Christ came, or what is to 
the same purport of what it does under Christ ; but 
only of what it did before he came. Primarily or 
directly, he was inquiring of what use it was to the 
Jewish nation before Christ as the promised seed came 
in the flesh. Secondarily or indirectly, he was shewing 
of what use it is to every individual before that 
Christ comes to him — forsooth in the way of spiritual 
apprehension or manifestation ; or in other words 
before such individual is savingly converted to the 
faith. Hence, the Apostle could not have been here 
introducing the law, as it might act as a paidagogos or 
inferior schoolmaster or tutor under Christ, as in no 
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sense is Christ here supposed to have come, i. e. to 
have been spiritually manifested and revealed. 

Again the second point is not applicable, and the 
law cannot be said to act here as a paidagogos to bring 
us to Christ : because that, independent of the reason 
already assigned, the very introduction of these terms 
is at war with the metaphors, and whole language here 
used by the Apostle : — The law being in the context 
spoken of not as leading and conducting people to 
Christ, but as most strictly coercing, guarding and im- 
prisoning them. Our argument here may be supposed 
to run thus : — The words supplied by our translators 
give the idea of conveyance — putting people on the 
way— enabling them to go onward :— "To bring us" 
(introduced into our translation) contain a metaphor il- 
lustrative of motion — liberty— progression : but the entire 
language and metaphors employed by Paul in the con- 
text are those on the contrary illustrative of restric- 
tion, confinement, and all incapability of either liberty 
or advancement. The law, instead of affording people 
any assistance to advance and move towards Christ, on 
the other hand is represented throughout as altogether 
impeding and preventing such freedom and such pro- 
gress, so as even to shut up its unfortunate slaves 
under strong bolts and keys, like convicts immur- 
ed in a fortress or a dungeon. But before faith (i. e 
the object of faith, or the dispensation of the Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ) — before faith came we were 
kept* (says the Apostle) under the law, shut up unto 
the faith which should afterwards be revealed. 9 ' — 
From the whole then, in order to enter into the full 
meaning and spirit of Paul's allusion in the 24th verse, 
it will be necessary that you picture to yourselves 
something like the following scene : suppose yourselves 



* vwo vopov tfpepvfuBa ervyKticXetfffisyot « We were kept as in a 
castle in durance under the law, locked up like dote prisoners," Ac, 
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shut up in some room or place where you were subject 
to the most rigid discipline, having a perpetual watch 
kept over your conduct ; an imperious and unbending 
censor of morals, like the paidagogos of the antients, 
continually checking you for the slightest transgression, 
and so guarding you throughout, that you cannot even 
for a moment get from under his searching and scruti- 
nizing inspection ; neither can you ever of yourself, or 
by your own power, ingenuity, or effort, hope for release 
or escape, being shut up in this place under strong as 
well as close custody with keys and bars, like culprits 
immured in a dungeon. 

Behold then, my friends, in this representation, a 
picture not only of the imprisonment and servility of 
the Jewish nation, whilst kept under the severe and 
binding and unceasing exactions, disciplines and ob- 
servances of the ceremonial law ; but also a picture of 
the bondage of every individual since, previously to his 
enjoying that liberty with which Christ alone can make 
men free, each individual in such case being kept under 
the rigid and unbending discipline of the moral law, 
which constantly (so to speak) watches him, never for a 
single moment leaving him — prying into his most se- 
cret desire, thought and motive— cursing and con- 
demning him for the veriest, the slightest transgression, 
and finally forbidding the least hope of any mitigation 
of its most rigid and multiplied requirements, or any 
removal or abrogation of its most awful and irrevoca- 
ble sanctions. 

Such then, my friends, is the 3d and last capacity or 
character under which St. Paul, in the para- 
graph under consideration, introduces the law, 
and truly we may say in this it is designed for the 
greatest benefit and use : — for as men value their bless- 
ings and privileges best by contrast, so the very strict- 
ness and bondage and uncompromizing severity of the 
law make sinners (when they have once come to the 

B 
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knowledge of this their servile, and imprisoned, and 
hopeless state,) long for the Christian liberty of the 
Gospel, as likewise enhance to them the enjoyment of 
its blessings after that they have obtained them. You 
can, for instance, my friends, fancy to yourselves the 
happiness extreme — the bounds of extacy and delight 
that beat within the breasts of the youth of old, when 
growing up to the maturity of age, and obtaining pos- 
session (as we may imagine,) of their large and splen- 
did inheritances, they came for ever from under the 
painful and servile discipulation of the rigid and impe- 
rious paidagogoi, — " being now [no longer under such 
tutors and governors :" iv. 2. — And, moreover, you 
may conceive the enhancement and enlargement 
given to such happiness and freedom from the very 
contrasted recollection of their late confinement, bond- 
age, and coercion. 

What then think you, brethren, must be the 
high blessedness and enjoyment of those, who, having 
felt themselves by the law immured, enslaved, accursed, 
condemned, have heard, and through the mighty opera- 
tion of the Spirit of grace upon their hearts have em- 
braced, that glorious proclamation through Jesus 
Christ of a free, a present, a complete, and eternal 
emancipation from all such legal immurement, servitude, 
curse, and condemnation ! 

In this respect, likewise then, doth the Jewish ca- 
lumny and imputation implied in the interrogatory of 

the text completely vanish, and come to nought. 

Though the law did not, as indeed it cannot ever jus- 
tify, yet is it of the highest use, value and service. — 
It was, and still continues to be— a paidagogos to 
Christ t 

My friends, in drawing our inferences from the pre- 
sent discourse, learn, 1st., what the law serveth not 
for, as likewise whereunto it serveth. It serveth not 
in whole or in part for our justification : — that can be 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



19 

procured only through faith in the righteousness of 
Jesus Christ : — His blood can alone cleance from all 
sin :— his righteousness can alone justify the guilty. 
Christ is the only, as he is the complete Saviour. 

Again, whereunto the law serveth.— 1. It serveth 
by its several enactments and sanctions, when no higher 
motive and principle are in operation to afford at least 
some external check and restraint to transgression, and 
thereby to preserve many till the coming of the pro- 
mised seed ; or in other words, until they become con- 
verted to the faith of the Gospel.— 2. It's application 
to the conscience serveth to convince and condemn of 
sin, and thereby show the guilty *oul its need of a Sa* 
vionr.—S. Its unmitigated severity and cruel bondage 
serve to make people long for deliverance from its ter- 
rifying and unsparing maledictions, and rejoice at, and 
value the freedom, peace, righteousness, and salvation 
offered to them in the Gospel. 

Prom the present discourse learn, Sdly, the blessed- 
ness of your release, as Christian believers, from the 
unbending exactions, disciplines, and servitudes of the 
law. Oh, my friends, what language or illustration 
can sufficiently describe your glorious freedom here ;— 
for what language or illustration can describe the cha- 
racter and rigor of such an inexorable and pitiless 
tyrant as the law. The young, and wild, and rich 
Ward of old, no doubt thought his paidagogos, or su- 
perintendent tutor and governor cruel, because that 
with unceasing guardianship he watched and scruti- 
nized his every word and act ; but there was no moral 
tutor, however severe — no paidagogos, however impe- 
rious, but what surely made some allowances, at least 
for the natural infirmities or occasional aberrations of the 
youth under his care ; but, behold! the law is a paidago- 
gos— is that rigid censor of morals that will not make the 
slightest allowance for either. The law recognizes 
no sympathy for any infirmity ; no leniency for any sin. 
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In respect of the latter, it makes no difference between 
the smallest and the greatest transgressions ; it ac- 
knowledges no such definition as a little sin. It pro- 
nounces its anathema alike upon all, or any : — a second 
Draco, it writes all the sanctions of its rules and ordi- 
nances in blood ! 

Again. — The Israelites thought the Egyptian task- 
masters cruel, but they might pass by, and no doubt 
sometimes did so, many derelictions from the very and 
exact letter of the command —might sometimes receive 
an inferior or a deficient tale of bricks. But never 
was Egyptian task-master, however rigid and unbend- 
ing, strict and dogmatizing as the law ! 

Again. — The wretched galley-slave thinks his tyrant 
master cruel, whilst under terror of the impending 
lash he tugs hard and indignantly at the oar : — But he 
may sometimes at least cease and rest from his toil, 
without punishment being either threatened or inflict- 
ed. But the law is that tyrant-master that admits of 
no intermission— that relaxes neither penalty, service, 
nor inspection. — The galley-slave is free in comparison 
of the bond-man of the law ! 

Lastly. — The immured culprit thinks him cruel, that 
with clanking irons binds him, and with bars and keys 
confines him ; still however, his tormentor sometimes 
ceases from before his eyes, and he is left at least the 
solace of undisturbed retirement and reflection; but 
the law not only shuts up and immures, but never for 
a moment quits his prisoner, nor ever ceases from his 
fresh, and severe, yea, impossible exactions, duties, 
and requirements. Like the daughter of the horse- 
leech, it is always crying— "give, give."* The law is al- 
ways demanding, and what is more fearful still, always 
threatening— always cursing — always condemning! Oh 
then ! how blessed to be released from its terrors — its 
bondage— its curses and its tyranny far ever ! 

• (Sec Prov. xxx. 15.) 
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With such views and reasonings, learn then, 3dly, 
from the present discourse, the necessity of the exer- 
cise of true faith upon the Son of God : — for it is 
through such faith alone the desired freedom, blessed- 
ness, and salvation can be conferred and obtained. It 
is by faith, for instance, apprehending and appropriat- 
ing the strength and righteousness of Christ, that the 
prison-doors alone are opened, and the slaves and 
captives of the law are manumitted and set free : — so 
reasons the apostle. " After that faith is come, (says 
Paul) we are no longer under a paidagogos." 26th v. 
Nay, by it delivered, we became justified from all 
things, from which by the law we could never be jus- 
tified ; for 'being dead to the law by the body of Christ, 
we are hereby freed from the law ; there being now 
no more condemnation for us, and sin having no more 
dominion over us, inasmuch as we are now no longer 
under the law as a covenant of works, but under the 
gospel as a covenant of grace. In a word, my friends, 
as every curse and misery have flowed down upon us 
through the channel of the law, so every grace and 
blessing flow to us through the channel of faith. By 
this have we peace with God — union with Christ — 
the inhabitation of the Spirit— hope of glory — every 
mercy, — every happiness ;— being justified, regenerat- 
ed, sanctified, saved! 

In conclusion; then, I ask you plainly— I ask 
you affectionately— I ask you individually— are you 
practically, spiritually and savingly informed on 
these points ? An answer in the affirmative were 
better to you than a kingdom!— for then have you 
fled from the curse and bondage of the law, and 
have taken refuge in the blessedness, the peace, 
and complete and spiritual emancipation of the Gos- 
pel. My friends, do you feel truly that you have 
done so ? Do you feel that you have so used the 
law, as that now you can expatiate and rejoice in this 
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great, and free, and glorious salvation of your Lord ? 
Do you feel yours to be the privileges and the honors 
of the real Christian ?-— that you are really the chil- 
dren of God in Christ Jesus ?— and can even now re- 
joice in that liberty, with which Christ can make his 
people free ? Are you, brethren, at this moment hap- 
py, blessed, joyful, exulting in the Lord ? Do you 
feel his peace in your hearts — his presence with you in 
pardon, in reconciliation, and in love ? Are you, in a 
word, knowing that the law hath no longer power to 
immure, threaten, convict or condemn you,— are you 
assured of your salvation ? These all are of the birth- 
right, the prerogative—the glory of the true believer. 
Have you the proper and substantial evidences, that 
you stand thus free, blessed, dignified, and exalted in 
the Lord ?— that you are thus justified, sanctified, re- 
deemed ! But why (it may be asked,) do I thus urge 
and reduplicate my questions? Because that I feel 
persuaded, that the greatest errors prevail on the sub- 
jects that 1 have now canvassed, and because that I 
know that there are no subjects upon which it is more 
dangerous to err. I feel convinced, that of professing 
Christians, they are comparatively the few, that know 
the exact place and connection the law holds with re- 
speet to the Gobpel, as likewise what is the Jaw's de- 
fined service, profit, and design : — therefore^ I feel con- 
vinced, that of professing Christians, they are the 
comparatively few, who embrace justification by faith 
alone in the righteousness of Christ, in its genuine, 
scriptural simplicity and in all the freeness^ and the 
fidness of its peace-giving and its life-imparting 
benefits. Herein, then, lieth the secret of all my 
importunity, and of all my anxiety. The doctrines, 
that have been now treated of, form the most 
vital parts of the Christian constitution ; — they are 
of the very marrow and essence of the Gospel ; — 
they involve the verv sum and substance of all 
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true spiritual Christianity. Were they only speculative 
opinions that had engaged us :— the mere Shibboleth of 
a party with which we had to* do. Were they merely 
the pure metaphysics of religion that lay before us, or 
doctrines at best of but slight and of secondary import- 
ance ; or, lastly, was the subject with whieh we had 
been occupied one of but worldly policy— that con- 
cerned your mere secular and temporal interest, reason 
might decide, and inclination and prudence would urge 
that I should cease to be so instant— so pressing upon 
you ; but when I recollect that the most vital doctrines 
of the Gospel have been now. before us : — doctrines 
that pertain to every party and to every religion, that 
truly and properly can be termed Christian : — when I 
feel persuaded that the very eternal weal of the souls 
of the people is bound up in the right understanding, 
and the practical and spiritual application of the truths 
here set forth and elucidated, candor must admit, and 
wisdom and charity will declare, that the faithful mi- 
nister on themes of such great and stupendous issue, 
can make his appeals neither too urgent, too frequent, 
too ardent, too luminous or full. 

Oh, then, my dear friends, receive the truths now 
laid before you in all their value— in all their purity 
— in all their fulness — in all their sufficiency ; above 
all applying the doctrine of Christ's righteousness for 
justification so freely, so simply, so completely to your 
souls, that nothing doubting, nothing wavering, you 
may feel your pardon sealed, your hope fixed, your 
peace made, your salvation secured. Apply the doc- 
trine thus, and you shall derive therefrom such joy, 
freedom, and many abounding consolations, that com- 
paring these with the misery, servility, and terror 
under which you were once kept by the law, you shall 
bless God for your present release, emancipation, and 
many spiritual enjoyments :— enjoyments by the above 
contrasts amazingly magnified and en creased. Apply 
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the doctrine thus, and then, grateful for the very for- 
mer severities of the law,— for the wholesome, the 
rigid discipline by which, from many life-destroying 
transgressions you have been restrained, you shall 
never have occasion, with the objecting and disputa- 
tious Jew, henceforward to cry out — " Wherefore, 
then, serveth the law?" — You shall have found the 
Irving mtness of its utility in yourselves — in your oxsm 
cases— in your own experience! 



BND OF SERMON I. 
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« WHEREFORE THEN SBRVBTH THE LAW *" 

Gil. iii chap, put of 19 Ytnt. 

Iw again introducing these words to your considera- 
tion, it may seem but reasonable and prudent that I 
should, at the commencement of this address, declare 
to you my design in so doing; or in other terms, 
A that I should explain to you the necessity that exists 
for a second discourse on the words of the text. My 
leading object iq my former discourse was to point out 
the uses of the law :— my leading object in the present 
discourse shall be to point out the uses of the law like- 
wise. But though the object in name and sound in each 
doth thus agree, yet the object as to real nature and cha- 
racter in each shall be found widely, yea, totally to 
differ. If I may be allowed to give a logical or scien- 
tific elucidation: — though the genus in each sermon 
be the same, still a different classification of species 
under the genus shall be found to be introduced. To 
explain :?-The uses of the law, I am about to submit 
tp your judgments and attentions in the present dig* 
course, are not the same in character, purpose, or effect, 
as those I submitted to your judgments and attentions 
in the former. The uses of the law brought forward in 
my late discourse were such as subserve to instruction, 

E 
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discipline, and education, preciously to any spiritual 
initiation into the faith of Jesus Christ. The uses de- 
signed to be brought forward in the present discourse 
shall be such as subserve to instruction, discipline, and 
education, after that such initiation has truly taken place. 
The former were those that, under God, are employed 
to the training up of sinners to the privileges, the 
liberty, and the many other blessings of the Gospel: — 
The latter, those, that under God, are used to the 
training up of believers to the endowments, the glories, 
and the beatitudes of heaven. In a word, the former 
were the uses of the law to men as long as they continue 
in a state of darkness , ignorance, and unbelief: the latter 
are the uses of the law after that they have become 
spiritually illuminated, believing and regenerate : or to take 
our illustration from one supplied by the apostle in the 
present connection. The former were its uses exer- 
cised over them, whilst like Wards, they continued in a 
state of pupilage* and minority : the latter are its uses to 
the Heir, now come into possession of his estate. In the 
first class, or as Wards, sinners are treated by the law, 
as children, who, for the most part, being wild, igno- 
rant, foolish, headstrong, require superintendence, 
education, guidance, and coercion. In the second 
case, or as Heirs, believers are ^treated by the law as 
men, who being supposed to be possessed of solidity, 
wisdom, experience, and discretion, are henceforth to 
enjoy full range of will, thought, action, and determi- 
nation. In the one case the law advances wearing the 
aspect of severity and terror— appears as the restrainer, 
reprover — yea, as the castigator and confinerf of cul- 
prits : it comes (so to speak) with bars, and bolts, and 
keys : cursing, enslaving, immuring, condemning. In 
the other it advances (as we shall find) wearing the as- 



* See OaJL !▼. I -3. + See GaL Ml 23.; *Uo the third Head of the 
flrtt discourse throughout. 
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ptct of kindness and of love /—appears under Christ, ai 
the patron and proclaimer of redemption, liberty, and 
salvation :— It conies a helper to our privileges, immu- 
nities and promises ; blessing, releasing, enlightening, 
rewarding.* In short, the law doth here change al- 
together its character, office, and relationship ; so that 
instead of the enemy (as it lately seemed) behold now 
the friend : — instead of the enslaver, behold now under 
Christ the liberator ,— instead of the tyrant behold now 
the protector / — instead of the stern and inexorable judge 
behold now the gracious counsellor, illuminator,* and 
director* As thus the law has altogether changed its 
character, office and relationship, so likewise, shall we 
find it to have altogether changed the import and sig- 
nification of its name, so that, whereas, in the former 
discourse the denomination stood synonymous^ with the 
Mosaic mconomy, and the general legal dispensation ; in 
the present it will be found to stand synonymous with 
the general moral code, and the rule of evangelical obedi- 
ence in the Gospel. In the former it stood forth exhi- 
biting an identified connection with the covenant of 
works and of death ; in the present it will stand forth 
exhibiting, if not an identified, at least a most close 
and important connection with the covenant of grace and 
of life. 

Such then, is an explanation of the different na- 
ture of those uses of the law treated of in the two 
discourses, as likewise of the different meaning and 
definition of the term itself; and having by such an 
explanation disencumbered, I trust, the subject of all 
misconception and prejudice, that otherwise might lie 
against it, I proceed to the enquiry as now proposed 
and explained, only, first premising that a strong and 
perspicuous statement of the uses of the law to the 
converted or regenerate appears essentially to be de~ 



• Mat. Ti. 4-6. 16. 97. 25. SI— 40. • Sm Note A. 
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manded, ad there have been numbers in all ages, who 
calling themselves high believers, yet have declared 
that the law had no use for them, or for any that we 
found by faith in Christ. They support this thefr wild 
and unscriptural theory by an argument and statement 
somewhat after the following manner. Jesus Christ 
among his other official undertakings (it is acknow- 
ledged) became the law-futfiller for his people, and 
therefore to demand of them as believers to fulfil it 
again, or any part of it, when in Christ they have al- 
ready fulfilled the whole, is (say they) to make a 
demand at once unorthodox, unnecessary and extrava- 
gant : neither hath the law (they continue) any power 
now to exact and enforce from them any obedience : 
having no longer power to accuse, convict, and condemn,* 
those that are by faith in Jesus Christ. 

The most satisfactory and the most edifying argu- 
guments against such sophistry, and certainly that 
which best falls in with the -subject proposed, will be 
for us now to state some of those solid and important 
uses the law subserves to the believer i for if by plain 
and irrefragable reasoning we establish our position, 
that there are such uses ; then shall we at once confute 
the fallacy and presumption of every Antinomian in this 
case ; for certainly if the law to the believer subserves 
these important purposes; then assuredly it becomes 
m the duty of every believer to use the law for these pur- 
poses. But that the law doth thus truly subserve im- 
portant purposes, 1 think 1 shall toow be «Ue very 
easily and very convincingly to demonstrate.— 

" Whertfbre then strvtihthelaw ?" 

I. The law is eminently useful to all persons, and 
more especially to believers (for they alone know how 
truly to value and to appreciate the benefit) to give to 
men enlarged, and indeed the only correct knowledge 

• Rom. riii. 1. 
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of the moral character,— the moral perfections atid altri* 
bates of Deity. For what knowledge have we at all of 
those things, but from the law ? Where for instance 
can we search out and discover our idea of the mftral 
attribute of the holiness of God, but by searching out 
and discovering the fadliness and spirituality of the 
law ! Where the moral attribute of his justice, but by 
searching out the awful and eternal sanctions of the 
law? Where that of his truth and faithfulness! 
but in the strictness of the truth and fidelity of the 
law ? Or lastly, how or when did the harmony and 
exhibition of the whole of them shine forth, and be- 
come revealed to the world, but when, and in that 
mysterious manner, by which the moral law was magni- 
fied and made honourable: therefore the more we 
study that law, in such a manner as to magnify and 
make it honourable to our own minds and apprehen- 
sions, the more do we come to the knowledge of the 
harmony and of the nature of the Divine perfections. 
For the more we duly and properly study the law, 
the more shall we find the law to be spiritual^ 
holy, just, and good, and the more we -search out 
these and the other moral characters of the law, the 
more shall we disoover all soch to be but the represen- 
tations of corresponding moral perfections of Deity. 

In a word, my friends, I would just ask you, whact 
truly is the great moral law of revelation? Is it any 
thing else, but the transcript or copy of the Divine mind! 
Is it not the glass* (so to speak) that .reflects /for us the 
moral image of Ood! " Of law" says the wise and 
and spiritual Hooker, b " there can be no less acknow- 
ledged, than that her seat is the bosom of God " « A 
law" says Dr. D wight,} " is always the expression of 
tht mil of the law giver, and is of course an expression 
of his own character ', and this is pre-eminently applicable 

+ 8 Cor. 3. 15-18 P*. 19. 7, S. 1 John, S, 4. Pt. 119. 
% Sermon 91st. vol. 3. page 250. pockt. el. b See Note B. 
S Ron. vii. IS. 
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to the law of God."— According to these observations 
and authorities then, the more we study the law — the 
more that we investigate its moral excellencies, and 
its holy and sublime spirit and nature, the more do we 
thereby become acquainted with the transcript of the 
Divine mind — behold the reflection of God's moral 
image — get entrance into the bosom of God, and are 
initiated into the knowledge of his perfect will and 
character. Now can any objects be proposed to the 
mind of man of sublimer importance, contemplation, 
and attainment ! Can any .thing be imagined of greater 
use for the moral renovation and happiness of his soul ! 
For is not God the source and fountain of all such 
blessings to man ! therefore the nearer we get to this 
source and fountain, the nearer do we get to the above 
desirable objects and perfections. But how is this 
nearness to be reached unto and attained ? Must it not 
be through the attainment of the knowledge of God ! 
But how is such knowledge, or growing advancements 
in it to be acquired ? Surely by growing or encreasing 
advancements in the knowledge of the moral law, it 
being, as we havQ now stated and proved, the very 
transcript of the mind and character of God. There- 
fore, for this purpose doth the continual study of the 
law become the obligation and the advantage of every 
believer. 

Here then, as a first ground, do we rescue the law 
from the Antinomian calumny of being a nullity to the 
the believer : it furnishes him with the only true and an 
encreasing knowledge of the moral perfections and charac- 
ter of his God. c 

■ II. Again the law is eminently useful to the believer, 
by imparting to him, under God, in proportion as he 
becomes deeply, spiritually, and experimentally ac- 
quainted with it, an encreasing conformity to the mind 9 
the character, and (he example of Jesus Christ. How 

• S« Not* C. 
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this admirable privilege and attainment must form the 
very first desire and ambition of every true Christian ; 
and whatsoever, therefore, can prove a means for pro* 
curing the inestimable blessing, must be regarded as of 
the very highest benefit and use. Now a very leading 
means of doing this is the law, and I sfcall adduce the 
following simple reasoning in support of my position. 
What is the name given to our Lord Jesus Christ, ac- 
cording to his high official dignity by the Apostle ? Is 
he not among others called " the ^express image of the 
Father's Person ?" But is not the law, according to our 
argument in the late section, the moral image of the Fa- 
ther's mind? Would there not then, in this respect, 
appear to be here almost an identity between Jesus 
Christ and the law ? for they are both the moral image 
of Deity. The difference in the case indeed is only 
this: Jesus Christ, as he appeared upon earth, was 
that moral image expressed in life, in body, and actual 
practice : the law is that image xmthout life, unembodicd, 
and existing in mere theory and principle. In other words, 
the law is a transcript of the Divine mind : Jesus Christ 
when on earth, was the living transcript of the law. Je- 
sus Christ was the living exemplar of the law : there- 
fore, surely, the more believers become living exem- 
plars of the law; the more do they become living 
exemplars of Jesus Christ. But how can believers 
thus become living exemplars of the law, unless they 
deeply, spiritually, experimentally, aad I will say like- 
wise, constantly, study the law ! therefore is the law of 
constant and the highest benefit to believers, by being 
an instrumental medium of giving to them encreased 
conformity to the life, character, and the example of 
Jesus Christ. 

Or perhaps the following reasoning might still 
more simply and directly prove the usefulness of 
the law as under the present head set forth. Is not 

• Heb. 1. 3. 
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conformity* to Jesus Christ tie highest duty, happiness 
and honor of the believer? But did not Jesus Christ 
when on earth, " fulfil all righteousness +," i. e. all law 2 
The more then believers fulfill all righteousness i. e. 
all law r the more like, surely, do they become to Jesus 
Christ. But Bow can heliev srsjulfll all law, (I mean 
of course as far as humanity can ever become capable of 
so doing) unless they know all law ! But how can they 
know all law without the most constant study, practice, 
and spiritual application of xthe law ? therefore is the 
law of continual obligation and necessity ia this sense, 
and for the above alKesseattal purpose to believers. 
Behold then, my friends, a second argument by which 
we repel the Antinomian objection of the uselessness of 
the law to the believer. The law is the instrument in 
the handy of the Spirit to give unto him a cheer con- 
formily and similitude to his Saviour.* 

III. We may mention it as a third use, that the law 
proves unto believers, that it acts as the evidence of their 
cotenmt-relatiottship by faith with God z it being the 
only infallible touchstone by which they can ascertain 
whether they have savingly embraced the Gospel or 
not. The engagement of God, according to the New 
Covenant with his people, is, that " be} will put his 
law in their inward parts and write it ia their hearts/ 1 
Obedience to the law, at least according to an inward 
delighting in it, is, therefore, the test whereby men 
alone can try whether they have lot or part in the -New 
Covenant. Conformity to the law inwardly by a heart- 
approbation of its strictness, extent, and spirituality, 
and outwardly by a growing desire to obey it w all its 
requirements, duties, and obligations, upon evangelical 
principles— out of the constraining motive of love to a 
dying Redeemer, as far as the abilities supplied by 
grace; particular stations, opportunities, and many 

• Phil. 8. 5. 3. 9. 1 Pet. ii. 21, t Jfat. Hi. 13. J Jer. SI. ». 
* See Note D. 
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remaining sinfulnesses (that are in the best) will per- 
mit, is of the very essence and fruit of the saving faith 
of the Gospel. This forms the sealing* of the Spirit 
— this is the tamest of the believer's inheritance— is the 
living witness f within, and the alone proof and standard 
of the growth and exercise of grace in the heart. Here 
then, surely, is a vast and signal use that the law proves 
to the believers, and here again do we triumphantly 
confute the fallacious sophistry and objection of the 
Antinomian. — The law is the believer's t<st and only 
standard for self-examination. e 

IV. The law proves of the most eminent use to the 
believer, as a rule of duty ; and that likewise, after a 
two-fold capacity : 1st, as pointing out the nature of the 
obligation of such duty :— 2dly, as pointing out to him 
the exact extent of it. 

1st. The law points out the nature of the obligation of 
the believer's duty : for it points out the nature of those 
obligations, which all men owe as rational beings to 
God, as He stands forth revealed unto them in the 
capacity of their great and infinite Creator. It re* 
mains, in this respect, as an unanswerable argument 
against those infidels that would impeach God's claims 
in virtue of such relationship to an unrivalled sway 
over their affections, wills, judgments, and all their 
faculties, and all their energies : for the demand of 
perfect and entire obedience by the law would not have 
been made, if such obedience according to Infinite wis* 
dom, prudence, and determination, was not equitable 
and just : now the relationship of Creator and creature 
eternally existing ; the law thereby continues of eter- 
nal obligation, and therefore will exist eternally as a rule 
of duty : but if it remain eternally as a rule of duty to 
nun in gcmral ; it comes with a double claim as stach 
upon belitrtrs : for believers lie to their God under tho 

• Eph. i. 13, 14. + Hcb. x. 15, 16. • Sec Note E. 
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bond of a double obligation ; being not only by him 
created, but likewise redeemed ; yea, and moreover this 
latter blessing whilst it releases them from all power of 
the law, as to any accusation, conviction, and condemna- 
tion to be dreaded from it, places them more than all 
others in the power of the law, as to every engagement, 
inducement, and obligation, to obey perpetually, and uni- 
v<r sally, its precepts. 

The 2nd proposition under the present l\ead, namely, 
that the law acts as a rule of duty by pointing out to 
the believer the exact extent of that duty, follows as a 
necessary corollary or deduction from the first proposi- 
tion, which we have now demonstrated. For whatso- 
ever is not of the moral law, being not duty, and 
whatsoever is of the moral law in consequence of the 
eternal obligation (as just now proved) of that law be- 
coming duty: therefore to know the exact extent of 
your duty, you must know the exact extent of the law : 
but who, in this respect, knows the extent of his duty ? 
for who, in this respect, knows the exact extent of the 
law ? therefore the law in this feature of its character, 
is of use to the believer to teach him the full extent of 
his duty ; and the continual study and practice of it 
needed and demanded from Tiim. 

Behold then here a 4th confutation of that Antino- 
mian position— that the the law is of no use to the 
believer : — The law is the believer's rule of duty — his 
only and his perfect directory for moral obedience ! It is 
the very mould into which his regenerated soul is to be 
cast, and shaped, and formed ! f 

V. The law is of use to believers to inculcate in 
them continually encreasing lessons of humility. Humi- 
lity is the most adorning grace of Christianity ;— It is 
the chief lesson taught in Christ's school, and we may 
truly say it is the hardest lesson for proud humanity to 

f Sm Note F. 
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learn. In a word, as we could easily prove that pride 
is more or less at the root of every evil we commit ; so 
must humility be more or less an ingredient of every 
grace and virtue that we practice and exhibit : for as 
priiie first introduced sin into the world, and continues 
it in it : so was it on the other hand humility, that 
brought Christianity among us, and keeps and propa- 
gates it here : hence the cause of the enforcement by 
the divine Jesus of this great foundation-grace of his 
religion, and the enforcement of it by not mere precept 
only, but by his own blessed example. " Learn of me 
(he cried) for J am meek and lowly in heart."* 

Now, surely, whatever instrument, under God, may 
be used for the promotion and encrease of this all-es- 
sential grace, must by necessary consequence be consi- 
dered of the last and greatest benefit ; but such an 
instrument very mainly and very efficiently proves the 
law : for the more we try ourselves by the standard of 
the law, the more must we become acquainted with our 
many backsliding* and short comings : and the more we 
grow in the knowledge of the spiritual nature and ex- 
ceeding broadness of the law, the more must we become 
acquainted both with the number^ and the awful extent 
of these our back-slidings and short comings : and the 
more we grow in all this latter painful, but wholesome 
knowledge and experience, the more must we grow in 
a lowly and a selfrenunciating estimation of ourselves^ 
i. e. the more shall we grow in the grace of humility. 
It is only those that are ignorant of the law that ace 
ever proud — self-opinionated— self-righteous ! 

Behold then here a 5th refutation of the implied nul- 
lity of the law to the believer : an encreasing know- 
ledge of it in the mind, and an encreasing spiritual 
application of it to the life and practice subserves to the 
believer's growth in humility. 

• Mat. 11. 89. 
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VI. Moreover, the law 13 of the greatest Use to 
believers, towards producing in them cncreasing Under* 
ness of conscience, and thereby under the grace of Christ 
performing for them a tico-fold office of mercy. 1st, by 
preserving them from many evils, by teaching to them 
that many things are sin- which otherwise they had never 
known to be sin : 2ndly, by stimulating them to many 
virtues ; by teaching to them that many things are right, 
which otherwise they had never known to be right. 
Conscience, my friends, is God's vicegerent in the heart : 
it there rules with the delegated authority of heaven : 
and it there presides in God's stead, and by God's com- 
mand to act as a temporary judge, at the bar of whose 
tribunal all the thoughts, motives, words, and actions of 
each individual are to be tried, and a sentence to be pass- 
ed upon all such according to truth, equity, justice, and 
righteousness. Now, how is such a sentence to be pass- 
ed, unless the judge be not only honest, upright, impar* 
Hal, but likewise most diligent and learned in the law* 
and indeed he can never truly be said to be the former, 
unless he be the latter first : for, however honest the 
intentions of any judge may be, he cannot ay a judge m 
fact or deed be honest, unless he be learned in the law: 
for he cannot pronounce an honest judgment, unless be 
pronounce a right judgment ; but he cannot pronounce 
a lawful judgment, unless he truly and thoroughly hnozc 
the law, and he cannot know the law, unless he con- 
stantly and deeply study the law. In fact there is not 
much difference in this sense, as to the actual result 
and consequences, between the verdict of the honest ig» 
norant judge, and the corrupt learned judge ; and we 
would as nearly commit our cause for trial before one, 
as before the other. And this illustration shews us the 
fallacy of the plea or excuse of mere good intentions of 
the mere honest conscience. Your good intentions and 
your honest conscience are worth nothing unless you 
act according to light— accordingly to righteousness, — 
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according to taw. Good intentions! Why people have 
committed murder ere now with good intentions, and 
imagining, thereby, that they were doing God service.* 
Honest conscience ! A conscience however honest, not 
Scripturallj/ enlightened, is at best but an ignis fatutts — a 
false light; and " if the blind thus lead the blind,"t I 
need not tell you what mu3t be the doleful consequence. 
" If the light that be in you be darkness, oh brethren, 
how great and how fatal is such darkness!"! And thus a 
court of conscie7ice may become a court of injustice, i. e. : 
a court of no conscience, by being a court of no law ! 
Moreover let us recollect that there is a court of 
appeal from the decisions of conscience : — a court 
into which all its verdicts must yet come to be sanc- 
tioned or reversed according as such have been given 
in the right spirit of law or not. From these observa- 
tions, my friends, you see the necessity of the knowledge 
and the application of the law to the conscience ; that 
thereby it may not "judge according to appearance, 
but judge righteous judgment."*} By the law, and by the 
law alone, as revealed by the Spirit, can the knowledge 
of sin come to the conscience : for thelaw entered for the 
very purpose, as the Apostle states, that t/ie offence 
might aboimd ;\\ i. e. not by directly causing in any wise 
B,n encrease of sin ; but by making the actual sin of each 
individual abound in the recognition of it by his con- 
science according to sin's full extent, malignity and nature. 
For want of such knowledge, oh ! how oft do men com- 
mit sin, not knowing that it is sin, because, forsooth, 
they know not the law. In the words of the Prophet, 
they put sweet for bitter, and bitter for sweet ;I they 
put light for darkness, and darkness for light ; they are 
alive without the law /** 

How oft, by a similar mode of reasoning, may we truly 

• Jobo, xvi. S. f Matt. it. 4. J Matt. vi. S3. § John rii. 84. 

]| Rom. t. SO. j John ▼. fiO. ** Rom, vil, 9, 
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say also, that believers neglect continually important 
duties by reason of an ignorant conscience, not knowing 
that such are duties. Oh ! how comparatively sinless, 
devoted, perfect, eschewing the evil, pursuing the 
good, would not believers in Christ, really become, 
was conscience always what it ought to be and what it 
was intended to be. Oh ! then, my friends, if you would 
have conscience the enlightened, vigilant, upright, use- 
ful judge and monitor apply to it the law, — apply it fully 
— apply it extensively— apply it spiritually— apply it con- 
stantly. ' 

Here then we have a 6th argument supplied to us 
against the Antinomian. The constant and spiritual 
application of the law gives to the believer encreasing 
tenderness of conscience** 

VII. The last use that the law subserves to the 
believer, that I shall here assign, though many others 
might easily be suggested, (as our subject is prolific,) 
is, that the true, enlarged, and scriptural knowledge of 
it prevents the rising and production of every strange 
and heretical notion and sentiment in his breast. This 
perhaps we shall be able most clearly and satisfactorily 
to prove, by detailing concisely the cause of some of the 
leading heresies now abroad in the world ; and this I 
think, we shall find to be either from ignorance of, or 
infidelity as to some of the principle subjects or charac- 
teristics of the law<— Thus, for example: What is the 
cause that some men become Antinomians, or despisers 
.of the moral engagements of the law ? Is it not igno- 
rance of, or infidelity as to *he eternal obligation* of the 
law? (See use iv.) 

What makes men Pharisees, or such as vainly ima- 
gine that they fulfil all law or can be justified by it ? Is 
it not ignorance of, or infidelity as to the nature of the 
spirituality of the law ? — (See use v.) 

(See Note 6.) 
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W hat makes men UniversaUsls, or such as think that 
all men shall be saved ?— is it not the indulgence of the 
same principles as to the eternal sanction of the law ? 

What makes men Socinians, Arians, i. e. either deni- 
ers altogether of the Divinity of Jesus Christ, or of the 
perfect Divinity of Jesus Christ ? May not these here- 
sies be traced to the indulgence of the same principles, 
as to the nature of the obedience, which the l&w demands, 
and the curse which for the slightest transgression it 
denounces, and therefore the incapability of any being 
less than God manifest in the flesh, satisfying either? 

Again, what makes men Romanists, for instance, as 
to their belief and confidence in a Purgatory ? — is it not 
an indulgence of like principles exercised as to the true " 
embracing of that appointment of the law, that all 
things should be purged by blood, and not by fire ? 
What as to works of supererrogation ? is it not to be 
traced to the same causes as regards the extent of the 
requisitions of the law, which are so infinitely multipli- 
ed that no man can satisfy the half or hundredth part 
of those demands the law has upon himstelf, much less 
can he think of doing so much above what it enforces, 
as to offer a supply out of the superabundance of his 
merits to make up the deficiency of righteousness 
which may exist in another ? 

And thus, as to the various other abominations 
of that antichristian system, if time permitted, we 
could easily trace them to the same source, and prove 
that they, as almost all remaining heresies, owe their 
origin and present existence to disbelief of some of the 
essential peculiarities and portions of the law. 

How then is the believer from each and all such evil 
to be best protected ? Surely, under God and grace, 
by hiding (so to speak) the law in his heart :— But how 
can he do this unless he daily, and hourly read, mark, 
learn, and inwardly digest the law ? therefore is the 
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law for such purpose of continual use and benefit to the 
believer. 

Behold then the 7 th argument by which we rebut 
the Antinomian calumny and objection against the law : 
— the complete and spiritual knowledge of the law is 
the only efficient preventive and extiipator of all heresy ? 

Such then, my friends, are some of those uses of the 
law before and after conversion to the faith of the Gos- 
pel, which, in these my two discourses on this text, I 
have thought judicious to lay now before you ; and in 
summoning up evidence from the whole I shall merely 
say ; If to have been preserved from many life-destroying 
transgressions — If to have the blessings of Ike gospel en- 
hanced to our souls — If to get true and enlarged views of 
the moral character of Deity — If to grow up into close 
conformity and strong likeness of the blessed Redeemer. — 
If to get an assurance of our covenant-relationship with 
God — If to have an infallible rule of duty — If to be en- 
creasingly adorned with the inestimable grace of humility 
— If to enjoy el sound and tender and scrip lur ally enlight- 
ened conscience ; and lastly, if to be preserved from the 
noxious taint and corruption of every fatal and every con- 
tagious heresy — If one and all these be solid and desira- 
ble privileges and blessings, then have we established 
upon a foundation never to be shaken or removed the 
benefit, value, and inestimable utility of the law ; and 
therefore do we fling to the winds, as the effort of a foul 
and baseless calumny, or of a baneful and deluding ig- 
norance, imputations of its nullity or insignificancy, that 
may be attempted to be derived from the words of the 
text! 

In conclusion then, my friends, there are some who 
think too little of the law; there are others that think 
too much about it; there are some that will not allow of 
law at all / there are others that allow it but for im- 
proper purposes. There are some, as Antinomians that 
use it for p. vicious licentiousness / there are others, as 
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legalists, that use is for a base and degrading bondage : in 
truth there appears to be some men fitted ever to be 
libertines : there appear to be others ever fitted to be 
slaves : there are some, whom no obligations bind, no 
motives move — no laws of love and gratitude can win : 
there are others, whom every rope of sand enchains— 
whom no salvation can emancipate — no liberty can charm: 
— there are some naturally profligate : — there are others 
naturally superstitious ! 

Again, there are sonje persons, who think they shall 
obtain heaven without holiness : there are others' that 
think that they shall obtain it by their holiness : there 
are some that seek it without obedience to any law ; not 
even the law of faith: there are others that seek it by 
obedience to the law, even the law of works. The for- 
mer are above the law, even as a rule of life : the latter 
are under the law, even as a ground of justification. 
For the former the law might as well never exist, as 
they care never to use it : for the latter the law might 
as well never exist, as they care always to abuse it. 

For the former the gift of regeneration need never 
have been offered, as they deem they are sufficiently 
sanctified in another : for the latter the gift of righteous; 
ness need never have been offered, as they deem they 
are sufficiently righteous in themselves. 

The former would disparage the official undertaking 
of the third Person in the blessed Trinity for sanctifica- 
tion : — The latter would disparage the official under- 
taking of the second Person in the blessed Trinity for 
justification. 

The former look upon Heaven too much as a change 
of place without a change of mind : the latter look up- 
on heaven too much as a change of mind without a 
change of place. * 

(• See Note H.) 
G 
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The former go upon the unphilosophieal principle, 
that an unholy man could be happy in iieaven ;— the lat- 
ter go upon the unscriplural principle, that a man wiUi- 
out the imputed righteousness of Christ could be admitted 
into it. 

The one will not believe, that obedience is happiness: 
—the others believe, that obedience is justification. 

In fine, the former are without law to God; the lat- 
ter are not under the law to Christ** 

Here then, brethren, as in all subjects that admit of 
discussion, are there two extremes of error, of danger, 
and destruction. But are we therefore to be deterred 
from seeking out the middfe-way of truth, of safety and 
salvation. Nay, the very knowledge of the dangers 
and of the difficulties that surround us, should form the 
exciting motive to awaken zeal, call up attention, in- 
duce perseverance. The very knowledge and conside- 
ration of the many, and the awful abuses of the law 
should prove the immense benefit and value of the true 
and gracious use of it : for as people make no counter- 
feits of base and worthless metal; so the number of such 
counterfeits clearly indicates the real and sterling va- 
lue of the original coin. The Devil would not employ 
so much ingenuity and pains to counterfeit truth on the 
present subject, if the particular truth itself was not va- 
luable—was not inestimable. The Devil is too wise 
ever willingly to spend his labour for naught : He 
likewise choses to do nothing in vain ?t 

What then, beloved friends, forms for you my closing 
advice. That seeing from the general argument through- 
out the great utility and value of the law, and the ex- 
treme danger here of heresy and delusion —that you 
pray earnestly to your heavenly Father for that Spirit 
of illumination, that in this, as in every other case of 
consequence and of difficulty, can alone guide and di- 

• 1 Cor. ix. 21. fSu the opening of the First Sermon. 
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rect you — That Spirit is promised to all that choose to 
ask for it. It is offered to me — to you — to all. It is 
the great gift from heaven, purchased for us with 
Emmanuel's blood, and through him freely bestowed 
upon all that in faith and humility seek and desire it : — 
That Spirit will guide you into all truth : — will teach 
you the true uses of the law,— above all will so teach 
them as by and through them to enhance your desire 
after, — secure your interest in,— and impart an increased 
attainment of the great salvation of the Gospel. — 60 
home then, beloved friends, praying for this unerring 
counsellor and comforter, to teach, illumine, and direct 
you ; — Go home, persuaded, notwithstanding all the 
misapplications, perversions and abuses that have been 
made of the law, that the law is of the greatest— -is of 
paramount and all-essential importance ; and that such 
must ever be the temptation of the Evil One, that 
would for a moment suggest any thought or idea of its 
nullity, uselessness, or inapplication to your believing 
souls; for backed by the saying and sanction of the 
apostle, with boldness and assurance do we declare that 
" the law is good* — that it is always good — if a man do 
but use it lawfully:" and I trust that I may without 
falsehood or presumption add, that you shall always use 
the law lawfully , when you use it for the purposes in 
these two discourses now recommetided and enforced. 

• 1 Tim. i. 9. 
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NOTES TO SERMON I. 



(A.) — The writer has adopted the above out of the many interpreta- 
tions given of thia very difficult, and elliptical passage, for the following 
reasons : - 

I. Because it appears to me to be the only one that doth not break the 
thread of the Apostle's reasoning and argument. 

II. Because it appears to me to be the one that naturally grows out of 
the plain and simple reading and bearing of the context, when the mind 
goes to the perusal of the whole paragraph, unshackled with any precon- 
ceived theory, prejudice or judgment. 

III. Because it alone, of all the interpretations given, supplies a very 
strong presumptive reason why the Jews should be assured that the law> 
although it did not, nor could net, in whole or in part avail towards their 
justification, yet was designedly God to be unto them of the greatest and 
most essential service. Now this being the very question at issue, the inter- 
pretation here offered appears, therefore, to be at onoe natural, consistent, 
and to the purpose. As, however, the minds of the best commentators 
have been greatly divided and perplexed about the meaning of this passage, 
I shall beg leave, for perspicuity and conviction sake, to re-state here my 
argument. The Apostle mentions, as the second peculiarity of the giving 
out of the law, that it was ordained in the hand of a mediator. Now that 
mediator was Moses ; for after such official engagement did he transact the 
legal covenant with God in the mount. As mediator then, Moses must have 
mediated between two parties ; but God was one of the parties : who, then, 
was the second party ?— -evidently it must have been you, Jews.— You, 
Jews, then, have been brought in as one party in a mediated transection i— 
a transaction and mediation undertaken and executed amidst the mo*i t&b- 
lime, and most imposing solemnities. Would you, then, have been inlisted 
as a party in so wondrous a covenant, if, after all, the law was to be of no 
service to you ! I 

It may not seem altogether irrelevant, in order to magnify the grace of 
the glorious Gospel, to draw here, at the conclusion of this note, a short pa- 
rallel between the promise or the Abrahamic covenant, and the lam or Mosaic 
Economy, in order that the vast superiority of the former above the latter 
may distinctly and preeminently appear. The points in the parallel shall be 
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confined to those intimated or recognized in the paragraph and chapter 
before us. 

I. The Promise was superior to the Law by reason of its precedence in 
date and lime : — the Law was inferior being 490 years after. — 17th verse. 

II. The former was superior being absolute, unconditional, or irrespective 
of personal righteousness and obedience :-— The latter was inferior being re- 
stricted, conditional, or respective of personal righteousness and obedience, 

III. The former was superior being perfect, original, insulated, and inde- 
pendent : —The latter was inferior being imperfect, introduced, superadded 
and dependent. 

IV. The former was superior, having been giveti for the sake of blessing ; 
it brought in freedom and salvation : — The latter was inferior, having been 
added because of transgression j— it brought in servility and condemnation, 

V. The former was superior, having been given without any limitation 
of time $ — to endure (so to speak) through eternity : — The latter was inferior, 
having been given with limitation of time ; to endure only until the promised 
seed should come not even 1500 years. 

VI. The former was superior, having been given for all without any 
limitation of numbers ; even to believers of every cUme, and sect and nation : 
—The latter was inferior, having been added for few, with limitation of 
numbers; even for the Israelites as a peculiar people separated from the rest 
of the world, 

VII. The former was superior, in having been given to Abraham imme- 
diately by Qod himself: The latter was inferior, having been given through 
the ministry and disposition of Angels, (see Acts 7. 53. Deut. S3. «.— It was 
ordained by Angels ! 

VIII. Lastly, the former was superior, having been given without the in- 
tervention of a Mediator : — the latter was inferior, having been ordained in 
the hand of a Mediator. 

In every point of the parallel then, hath the Promise the superiority 
- over the Law, and therefore on every account was the Jew called upon to 
give the preference to the former above the latter. 

P. 8. — All that has been said in the above discourse concerning the ten- 
dency of the law to make trangression abound, Ac. Ac, and of its being 
arrayed, as it were, in hostile attitude against the freedom, the happiness, 
and the salvation of man, must not be supposed as spoken of in its positive and 
abstract character, but only in its comparative and relative capacity. In its 
positive and abstract character we must take care to recollect, and apply 
the description of the Apostle, that in itself " the law is holy, and the com- 
mandment holy, and just, and good," (Rom. vii. 18.) ; and that if ever it 
appears to have any other tendency, (and indeed it can be but in appear- 
ance,) it must arise altogether from its connection and contiguity with man's 
sinful and totally corrupted nature : " for the law is spiritual, but we are car- 
nal, sold under sin.'* (Rom. vii. 14.)— And again, " the carnal mind is en- 
mity against God : for it is not subject to the law of Qod, neither indeed can 
be." (Rom. viii. 7.) 

Here then we find the enmity to be, not of the law towards us, but of us 
towards the law.' 
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(A.)— These representations of the change of character and disposition 
of the law can neither be considered untrue or extravagant, when we recol- 
lect what the principle is, that actuates to obedience under the Gospel, — 
namely the principle of love: *' If a man love me, he will keep my word*." — 
Now where the principle of love exists, there must the principle of liberty 
exist t for where love exists, there must the Spirit of the Lord (whose fruit 
it is) exist ;— but " where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty." — 
(9 Cor. 3. 21.) Accordingly none of Christ's commandments are said to be 
grievous, (1 John 6. 3.) but his yoke is called easy and his burthen light : 
(Mat. 11. 30.— Yea, his service is perfect freedom, 

(B.)— The whole passage here given of law by Hooker is so just, beau- 
tiful and sublime, that I cannot resist the gratification of transcribing it. — 
" Of law, (says Hooker) there can be no less acknowledged, than that her 
seat is the bosom of God, her voice the harmony of the world : all things 
in heaven and earth do her homage ; the very least, as feeling her care, and 
the greatest as not exempted from her power. Both angels, and men, and 
creatures, of what condition soever, though each in different sort and man- 
ner, yet all with uniform consent, admiring her as the mother of their 
peace and joy."— (Bed. Pol. B. 1 , p. 80, fol. ed.) 

(C.) — From the general argument and demonstration of the proposition 
under this first head, several other uses of the law, as so many corollaries or 
easy and natural deductions, may be derived. I shall in the way of example 
sow adduce three or four of those. As the First Corollary then, we may 
state from the general view of the law, taken in this head, that the deep and 
constant study of it becomes of use to give unto the believer encreasingly 
awful views of the horrid deformity of tin. For sin is the transgression of 
the lam : but the law we have proved to be the reflection of the moral image of 
Deity— the transcript of the Divine mind \ i. e. the law is most spiritual, 
and holy, and just, and good : now the more spiritual, and holy &c. the 
law is made to the apprehensions of the believer, i. e. the more deeply and 
constantly he study it, the more unspiritual, unholy, &c, must sin, as being 
its opposite, appear; i. e. the more horr(d, deformed, and unsightly. 

Coroll. II.— Hence the law is of use to give to the believer an encreastng 
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hatred, and therefore & consequent forsaking of sin : forsin by the law ap- 
pearing to the believer horrid, deformed, and unsightly, (coroll. I.) must 
proportionably lose now all its former attractions, fascinations and tempta- 
tions ; i. e. it must become proportionably disagreeable, odious and detesta- 
ble ; i. e. it will be avoided, hated, and forsaken. 

Corol. 3. — Hence the law is useful to show the believer more and more 
the desert of sin : for the more the believer sees of the spirituality of the 
law, the more he sees of the deformity, &c. of sin, (Corol. 1.) But the 
more he sees of the deformity of sin, the more he sees of the batefulness of 
it (coroll. 2.) ; but the more he sees of the batefulness of it, the more he 
must acknowledge that God is just, who taketh vengeance ; i. e. the more 
must he acknowledge the desert of sin. 

Corol. 4.— Hence the law is useful to show to the believer the great 
beauty of holiness : for perfect holiness is perfect obedience to the law : 
but the law is the tianscript of the Divine mind : but what beauty can ex- 
cel this } 

Corol. 5. — Hence the law is of use to show the awfvbuss and extent of 
man's apostacy. To have the soul wear the likeness of such deformity as 
tin ! (corol. I.)— to have the soul lose the image of such perfect beauty, as 
holiness 1 (corol. 4.) Can any view of man's apostacy be more awful r— 
but such a view comes then by the law. 

(D.) — From the general argument and proof of the proposition in this 
bead, we may likewise adduce several uses of the law in the way of natural 
inference or corollacy :— for instance as Coroll : 1st. Tfie law is of great 
use to magnify and exalt the righteousness of the Lord Jesus Qhritt in the be- 
liever's mind and apprehensions. For the more the believer constantly 
and deeply studies the law, the more its extent, spirituality and general 
excellency appears : but the more the extent, spirituality Ac. of the law 
appears, the more difficult will it appear to him to obey the law perfectly 
in any one point ; the more therefore must his surprise, admiration and ideas 
be magnified and exalted of that obedience which fulfilled the law m ee#* 
ry point. But such (as brought forward under this second head) was the 
obedience of Jesus Christ j— he fulfilled all righteousness i. e.aii km I 

Coroll : 2nd. Hence the law is of use to endear wonderfully the Lord Jesus 
Christ to the believer's soui : for be sees him hereby to have been, when on 
earth the very personification (so to speak) of all law, i. e. of all righteous- 
ness, all excellency, sufficiency, completeness Ac. : therefore will he count 
all things but loss to win Christ, and obtain an interest in this his perfect 
righteousness : Jesus Christ will become more precious and endeared to 
him. (See Phil. iii. 8. 9.) 

Coroll : S. Hence the law is of use to make the believer think Uttit of his 
own righteousness : For the more exalted his ideas become of that righteous* 
ness, which perfectly fulfilled all law ; the more depressed will be bis 
ideas of that righteousnesss, which perfectly fulfilled no law t the more 
highly the believer thinks of Christ, the less highly will he think of him* 
self. 
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(£.) — From the proof and argument in this proposition, also one or two 
further uses of the law, as corollaries, may be deduced, as follow : — 

Coroll. 1st.— The law hereby proves of use to endear and magnify the 
Spirit of HoUness to the believer's mind. For obedience to the law being 
according to this proposition the only infallible evidence and touchstone of 
covenant-relationship with God ; therefore the more that obedience is en- 
creased, the more distinct such evidence must appear : but such encrease of 
obedience can only be had by an encrease of the supplies of the Spirit : 
therefore such supplies of the Spirit, by the believer will be more and more 
sought after and desired, i. e. iu other words the Spirit itself, which affords 
such supplies, will become to the believer more and more magnified and 
endeared. 

Coroll. 2. —Hence the law proves of use to encourage prayer and the va- 
rious means of grace, fyc. ; for according to corollory 1st., the law is of use 
to magnify and endear the Spirit of Holiness to the believer's mind : there- 
fore of course to magnify and endear all the means by which the Spirit of 
holiness may be obtained ; i.e. to magnify and encourage prayer, the read- 
ing of the Scriptures, Gospel ordinances, Ac. 

(F.) — Two or three uses of the law, as corollaries, may be deduced from 
this head or proposition likewise : — 

Coroll. 1— The deep, constant, and practical study of the law is of use 
to make the believer acquainted with the exact state of hie Christian graces, 
his Christian experiences and frames. For the law according to this propo- 
sition being the only rule of duty ; the application of this rule to our ex- 
periences, can alone therefore point out our various rectitudes, so to speak, 
and aberrations - ; or, to change the metaphor, the law is that mirror of 
truth, that alone accurately reflects' the believer's moral similitude and 
proportions ; giving to the life, as we say, every spiritual feature, charac- 
ter, and expression ; without flattering, without distorting, without mag- 
nifying, without diminishing. Henry says of the latter part of the Slat 
chap, of Prov. that it is the ladies looking-glass > at which they should dress 
themselves every day, if they desire their adorning to be found to praise, 
to honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ. The same may be 
said surely of the entire law as to all believers, (see James ch. i. 23-85.) 

Coroll. 2.— Hence the law is of use to induce perseverance, promote ac- 
tivity, 8fc. For the more the believer strictly and constantly applies to 
himself the infallible rule of the law, the more he finds that he has not ac- 
quired that perfect rectitude and straightness of conduct and principle, <xc. 
which the law demands, and which his own regenerate soul now desires : 
the more he looks into the unflattering glass of the law, the more he finds 
that he has not attained the perfection of the beauty of Christian holiness : 
but the more he finds his deficiency of such attainment, the more diligently, 
and earnestly will he strive after, and reach unto this attainment ; i. e. he 
will continually become more persevering and active.— (see Phil. 3, 12-15.) 

Coroll. 3.— From the above it follows, that the law is of use to encourage 
complete Christian devotedness : for by the former corollary the believer en- 
deavours to attain to the perfection of the rule of duty, i. e. he desires to 

H 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



VL NOTES TO SERMON II. 

fulfil all law— be will endeavour to do all works of righteousness laboriously, 
unceasingly, universally ; be will give himself wholly unto them, i. e. be 
will seek after a complete Christian devotedness. 

(G.)— One or two inferences, or corollaries, may be deduced from the 
proof of the proposition under this head : for example, as — 

Coroll. 1 — That the knowledge of the law is of use to expel from the 
mind of the believer all remaining hard thoughts of Qod. When ignorant of 
the law, and in his unconverted state, be was tempted to think the law un- 
reasonably strict, and its sanctions cruel and unjust; that is, he entertained 
hard thoughts of God : but according to the argument under this head, 
being now supposed to study deeply and constantly the law ; the more he 
thus studies it, the more he sees its supreme excellence, value and perfection: 
but the more he sees the law in this light, the more must he acknowledge 
the necessity of its strictness, and the justice of its sanctions, i. e. the more 
will all hard thoughts of God, arising from the eternal nature of these 
sanctions be removed. To illustrate this by a familiar example : If you ask 
one of our ignorant and undisciplined peasants what he thinks of the laws of 
hit country, be may answer that he thinks them harsh, cruel, and unjust | 
the very bonds and chains of slaves ! but if you ask the enlightened judge 
what he thinks of them, he will declare that he considers them to be mild, 
equitable, and just— the freeman's badge t and privilege \ the palladium of 
all right | the magna-charta of all liberty and peace ! 

Note — The true believer laments not the perfect strictness and rigidness 
of the law $ but the remaining wickedness of his own heart that will not per- 
mit him perfectly to obey it. 

Corol. 2 — Hence we may observe that the law is of use to shew and ea- 
hance the value of time : for to take advantage of the illustration in this head 
of the discourse already brought forward ;— The judge that studies human 
laws has but little time for idle purposes : what then if the judge like the be- 
liever, had to put into practice the laws he thus studies ! 

Lastly we may say of the law, that it subserves to point out a very tending 
distinction between heaven and heU : heaven among other beatitudes will be 
the harmony of all law : hell among other miseries will be the discord of all 
confusion : therefore the more the believer knows of the law, the more will 
he know of this distinction : and therefore the more constraining will be 
his motive to seek after and attain to the felicity of the one, and to deprecate 
and avoid the dread horrors of the other. 

Such then are, those numerous* and all-important purposes that the law 
subserves to the believer, and after such close survey, we may truly say that 
its uses, like the blood in the body, run through and pervade the whole 
spiritual and Christian system. The law in such senses is not against the 
Gospel ; but acts in complete harmony aud consistency with it ; making the 
believer love, value, and embrace the Gospel more and more : oh ! how then 
should the law be regarded, attended to, studied, practised : oh ! how 



• The number of the uses of the law to the believer now brought forward 
in this Sermon and the Notes is twenty-four. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



